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Introduction Early school leavers: 
objectives and key figures

• Lisbon / EU objective: reducing the number of early school-
leavers between the ages of 18 and 24 from 15.5% in 2002 
to under 8% in 2020

• National objective: reducing the number of early school-
leavers : from 71.000 in 2002 (5,7%) to 25.000 in 2016 
(under 2,0%)
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Overall review of the education system
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Better registration, better analysis:

Introduction of ‘Education Number’ (since 2005) 

Digital Absence Counter (since 2009)

Individual data about all students including early school 
leavers: age, male/female, address, ethnic origin, 
education type, school history etc.

Introduction of the Education Number



Introduction of the Education Number
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VET institution

Secondary 
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1-stop 
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(DUO)

Other stakeholders, such 
as
•Juvenile Care
Centre of Work & 
Income
Public Prosecutions 
Service
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Min. of Educ., 
Education 
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Other

Municipality of 
residence:
School Drop-out 
Registration and 
Coordination Centre 
(RMC)
School Attendance 
officials



Sharing results: information products

Early School Leaving in the EU. Other definition.

Annual publication of Dutch ESL figures, twice a year 
(publicly available)

Factsheets and detailed tables for regions and institutions 
(publicly available)

Monthly reports for municipalities and schools (not publicly 
available) 

Detailed information helps schools, regions and the ministry 
to target resources aimed at reducing ESL



% of the population 
aged 18-24 with at 
most lower 
secondary education 
and not in further 
education or training

Rates 2013:

EU: 12.0% 
NL: 9.2 %

(source: Eurostat)
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Early school leaving in EU perspective



Early school leaving in EU perspective
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ESL Explorer
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Focus on 
regions
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Focus on 
municipalities
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Focus on a 
VET 
institution

ESL results

ROC van Amsterdam:



Need more background information? 
More info in the ESL Scanner! 

Also available: overviews per ethnicity, male/female, education type



Monthly reports
e.g. “preliminary” esl’s:



No one leaves this school without a 
diploma!
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More information:

www.aanvalopschooluitval.nl

www.vsvverkenner.nl/english
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http://www.aanvalopschooluitval.nl/
http://www.vsvverkenner.nl/

